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Those who have visited the schools have 

found the experience to be incredibly 

worthwhile. Such visits can be arranged 

by the Ekal volunteer team in that area. 

Please contact us or EVF India to 

facilitate your visit. 

Finally we welcome your active 

participation in EVF Australia. Please do 

feel free to give us your suggestions as to 

how to continue to spread the message of 

the Ekal movement throughout the wider 

Australia community. 

 

- Dr. Nihal Agar  

  

 

On behalf of EVF Australia may I 

thank all those members who have 

continued their school sponsorship, and 

welcome those who have joined this 

year for the first time. 

Our annual fund raising eventðThe 

Ekal Niteðwill be held on Sept 4 (see 

newsletter for details). It promises to 

be a highly entertaining evening and I 

invite all members to join us along 

with their friends and families. 

Later this year, some of you will be 

travelling to India. Please try to spare a 

day to visit an Ekal School, so you can 

see first hand the wonderful difference 

your donation is making.  

Education is an ornament in prosperity and a refuge in  

adversity.  Aristotle    
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India shining needs to look more ... 

 

Nowadays India is being felicitated  for its potential economic prowess. In the world-media, it is 

being hailed a land of churning out of engineers and doctors. However, it is sobering to look at the 

literacy facts in India: one third of illiterate population of the world live in India! 

Buoyed by a stellar economic performance over the past few years, the mood in the top echelon of 

the country is defiantly self-congratulatory. Powered by pressðlike everywhere else in the worldð

media reports only great news from the booming city centers. India is seen as a land of engineers 

and management graduates for the world-wide work forceðand ironically India also wants to grow 

up overnight by shedding  all the baggage of the past. 

India defines literacy as the ability to read and write for a person aged 7 or above, which is roughly 

equivalent to UNICEFôs definition. Census figures from 2007 put Indiaôs literacy rate at 66% leav-

ing over 300 million (counting only people above the age of 7) people are illiterate. The female lit-

eracy levels are even worse, it is around 54%.  As per ORG (Operational Research Group) survey,  

only 37.5% could write their full name correctly, 15.1% could write it partially or with mistakes, 

and 47.4% could not write it at all.  

A nationôs literacy rate is determined by the definition of literacy and the method used to measure 

it. Countries struggling to achieve higher rates often tend to lower definitional bars which make lit-

eracy rate higher. India is no exception. A simple question:  how many of Indiaôs literate peopleð

literate according to the Censusðcan read the headlines of a newspaper? The answer is: around 

17%. 

ñIlliteracy is our sin and shame, and must be liquidatedò told Gandhi Ji during Indian Freedom 

Movement when literacy was 12%.  Though Indiaôs literacy has grown to 66% in 2007, it is still far 

below to Australian Standard where literacy rate is around 99% (except literacy among indigenous 

Australians is 20%) and much below the world literacy rate 84%. As per UNESCO 

(www.unesco.org) in the world-wide literacy ranking,  Indiaôs ranking is 149 among the 180 na-

tions lagging behind many African nations.  

Though all political parties proclaim Indiaôs strength is Indian youth but rarely any great govern-

ment undertaking has been taken to harness the power of youth and forge their future. Illiteracy is 

still rampant in the rural and tribal India.  As a conscientious Indian, it is a duty of ours to address 

this issue by promoting and furthering the Ekal movement.  

Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its 
foundation rest the cornerstones of freedom, democracy and 
sustainable human development.  

Kofi Annan,  Secretary  General  UN (1997 - 2006)  

Rajesh Kumar 
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Ekal - Aust. News 

 

EVF Australia (Sydney chapter)  is celebrating another year of its charity work in Australia by stag-

ing a comedy drama óHu Tu Tu Tuô on Saturday  4th of September.  The drama is produced and di-

rected by the well known actor, director, production manager and editor Mr Vipul Vyas who has 

successfully presented a number of dramas in the past, both in Hindi and Gujrati languages and en-

tertained thousands of people.  The Ekal Nite details are as below: 

Hu Tu Tu Tu  

(Comedy Drama in Hindi) 

On the 4th September 2010 at 5.30 PM 

Hurstville Entertainment Centre, NSW 

Ekal Nite ï 4th Sept 2010 

EVF Australia  participating in City2Surf  - 8th Aug 2010 

One of the largest running event in the world - the Sun-Herald City2Surf - is returning to the 

streets of Sydney at the start of next month. 

Celebrating its 40th anniversary, the race will take place on August 8th 2010 and is expected to 

attract more than 75,000 people to tackle the 14km course. 

EVF Australia (Sydney Chapters) is participating as a charity organisation in City2Surf . EVF 

volunteers  are looking forward to promote Ekal among Sydney folks by taking part in the 

raceð and to raise funds for EVF Australia. 

Please support Ekal Volunteers participating in City2Surf by going 

@www.everydayhero.com.au and enter code óekalô. 

As an empowerment right, education is the primary vehicle by which 
economically and socially marginalised adults and children can lift 
themselves out of poverty, and obtain the means to participate fully in 
their communities.  

Koïchiro Matsuura, UNESCO Director - General  

Upcoming events 
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