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Message from the

President

This issue marks the first
anniversary of our Ekal
Newsletter. The newsletter has
already become an important
means for connecting together
the Ekal volunteer team, school
sponsors and well wisher of the
Ekal movement in general. May |
thank and congratulate the
dedicated Ekal team who have
worked so hard in producing this
newsletter.

It gives me a pride and
satisfaction to inform the

Melbourne and has already spread

to several campuses across the
country. The first function
organised by this group was in
December 2009 in Melbourne and
was a great success.

April/May each year is the time for
collecting funds . | kindly request
all volunteers and school sponsors
not only to renew their schools but
also to endeavor to increase the
number by contacting their friends
and making them aware of Ekal.

This service - school sponsorship-
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India Shining needs to look more ...

Yes, India is shining. We all know it. After all the Gross Domestic Product is growing at a healthy rate
of around 8% per annum. Exports exceed imports so that the foreign exchange reserves have increased
from a small amount of about $US5 billion less than 20 years back to a healthy sum of about $US280
billion now. 1 think every Indian felt proud at the news last year that the Indian Government had

bought 100 tonnes of gold for its reserves.

A visit to India shows that India is shining. While in the 1970s it was very hard to buy any imported

consumer goods, even blank video cassettes, today almost all consumer goods of all brands are freely

available. Not only that, most multi -nationals are setting up shop in India; and why not, the middle

classes of India provide a big market of nearly 300 million people or about the size of USA. At the

same time Indiabds industrialists and entrepreneurs are ex
bani and Mittal are becoming commonly known nationally and internationally. At the same time many In-

dians settled abroad are making India proud. Indra Nooyi, Bobby Jindal and Vikram Pandit immediately

come to mind.

But, and this is a big but. There is another side of the coin too. While the growing middle class afflu-
ence is percolating down to the remaining population, the effect is little and late. Poverty in India, af-
fecting more than 700 million people, is an immense problem. Poverty may be seen in the big cities with
all the slum areas and people on the streets as these cities are drawing huge numbers of people from
the country side due to better employment opportunities. The picture is darker in the villages where
there is lot more unemployment, illiteracy and ignorance. This leads to exploitation, superstition, hun-
ger, ineffective population control, unhygienic living conditions and poor health.

The key to improving the lot of the poor is spread of education. The Government is doing whatever it

can, but this is not enough. Government 6s effort needs 't
where NGOs like EKAL are playing their part. As you are probably aware, EKAL today is providing basic

holistic education to nearly 700,000 children, mostly the poorest of the poor from tribal communities

and the like.

We in Australia are fortunate in having a very active local chapter of EKAL which is now a conduit to
sponsorship of nearly 400 schools from the kind hearted contributions of the community. This is most
satisfying but more needs to be done. The goal is to be able to sponsor 1,000 schools from Australia.
You will surely agree that this is a most worthwhile cause. Please decide now to do your bit.

Let us all join hands to make India shine much brighter.

Hari Kishan

d am what | am today because of education. | want every Indian child, girl
and boy, to be so touched by the light of education. | want every Indian to
dream of a better future and live that dream.”

Manmohan Singh, PM India
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Guidelines for NRI visitors for Ekal Vanayatra

1. To get to know and experience Ekal Schools and programs directly there is no better substitute than un-
dertaking a "Vana -Yatra".

2. Vanayatra is typically a whole day car trip to see Ekal School in session with the opportunity to interact
with the children, teachers ( Acharyas),villagers and Ekal workers (Karyakartas). In many villages the
school teacher also serves as the basic health -care worker ( Arogya Sevak/Sevika) and the visitors will
have the opportunity to get to know aspects of the Ekal Movement other than primary schools.

3. Please note that Vanayatra is designed to help the visitor learn and experience Ekal Schools and programs
first hand and does not involve the visitor formally teaching the students, which is based on the curricu-
lum and defined methodology.

4, The distance and road conditions to reach Ekal School(s) in tribal/rural area can vary depending on the
location. The car -ride could take one to four hours and a part or major portion of the trip could be on un
paved roads. The National or Local Coordinator could provide you the details based upon the location cho-

sen.
5. Generally Vanayatra can be arranged in any part of India where Ekal schools operate.
6. Please note that Ekal Schools may be closed on Sundays or other days, as decided by the village commit-

tee, depending upon local festivals, weekly markets or other important occasions for the particular village
community. The local coordinator will inform you of the advisability of the trip to a particular area on
your desired days taking these variables into consideration.

7. The cost of transportation will be borne by the visitors and ranges around Rs. 2000/ - per day.

8. As arule, Vanayatra is a day trip and does not include overnight stay. However, if overnight stay is de-
sired the visitor should discuss this with the coordinator ahead of time (see contact information below).
Overnight stay can be arranged only if the desired location can meet comfort, food, health, sanitation,
safety and other requirements of the visitors. Additional cost may be applicable for overnight trips.

9. NRIs desirous of undertaking a Vanayatra need to call Mrs. Sangita Gupta, Secretary Ekal India at +91
9811076073 or alternatively Mr. Prasant Sahu at +91 9350255902 only after reaching India and at least
3days before the desired date of Vanayatra giving details of the number of visitors, area of the country

where the trip is desired and their contact numbers in India. A local co -ordinator will then get in touch
with you in a timely manner with further details. We encourage you, your family and friends to undertake
a Vanayatra. It will truly be a positive and memorable experience of a life -time.

Schol Sponsorship Renewals

As usual April each year is the time for renewal of our school sponsorship. All sponsors have been sent re-
minders with a request to particularly respond if they do not wish to continue sponsorship this year. We are
glad to see that almost all (or majority of) sponsors have continued sponsorship. We will be sending the re-
newal list soon to EVFI for renewal and allotment to new sponsors. We request you to pay for renewals by end
of May 2010. If you have any queries please never hesitate to contact us.

"Do you know all donations to EKAL are tax deductible in Australia?
Why not use the tax refund to sponsor another EKAL school?"

ISSUE 5

Page 3



EKAL - Regional News

Ekal Garba/Dandiya in Melbourne

On the 26th Jan 2010, a Garba/Dandiya was organized to promote Ekal movement among the youngsters in
Melbourne along with the fund raising for Ekal Vidyala Foundation. (EVF). It was a great success after
months of planning. More than 350 youngsters came to support the cause.

Nikita Singh, the president of EVF Youth Melbourne, gave an excellent presentation about EVF, what EVF
Australia has done and how they <can join EVF and cont
showed keen interest in EVF. They also raised $4000 for EVF.
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