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we are considering having one more get 

together of Ekal volunteers during the 

year. May I ask for your suggestions as 

to the format of such a gathering. 

 

 Ekal schoolôs new term starts in April 

2011. Shortly you will be receiv ing 

sponsorship renewal reminders. I am 

confident that you will continue your 

sponsorship for 2011-12.  I take this 

opportunity to thank you all in advance 

for your ongoing support as without your 

support this organisation will not exist. 

 

May I also request that you let us know 

how we can improve our communicat ion 

with  you ï our v ital sponsors?  We also 

encourage you to send your suggestions 

on how we can spread this movement 

more effect ively in the community at 

large.  

- Dr. Nihal Agar  

First of all I would like to welcome the 

efforts to establish the Ekal Youth 

Wing within EVF Australia. I am 

confident that the youth group will 

have a significant and positive impact  

on the work of EVF Australia. 

 

Recently I had an opportunity to attend 

EVF Indiaôs Trust Board meeting in 

New Delhi in January 2011. I met a 

number of trustees and executive 

members of EVF India and EVF USA 

and got first hand informat ion about 

the current status and future plans of 

the Ekal movement. It is good to know 

that Ekal movement is spreading to 

more countries. Recently a chapter was 

started in Belg ium where volunteers 

pledged to sponsor 1000 schools. 

ñEducation is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing 

army.ò  Edward Everett 

Here in Australia, in addit ion to our 

annual fund raising event - Ekal Nite, 
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EKAL - Regional News 
Ekal Tea Stall at Garba Function in Sydney 

Ekal volunteers set up a tea stall at the Garba function organised by Gujarati Samaj in Lidcombe, Sydney. With more 
than 1500 people attending the function over 3 days, it was a great opportunity to promote the Ekal cause. At the 

same time, the volunteers had a great time themselves joining their friends for some Garba moves.  
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EKAL - Regional News...contd. 

 

Ekal Sponsorships for year 2011 due 

 

EVF Australia has facilitated sponsoring 400 schools (i.e. education to about 12000 children) in 2010 and 
EVF is running more than 34000 schools in remote and tribal villages of India, thanks to the support of 

kind-hearted people like you. 

 

We would greatly appreciate if you continue your school sponsorship for 2011.   

Please make the payment ($480 per school) into the following account for the year 2011. 

 

Account Name: EVFA Relief Fund 

Bank- ANZ Bank, Seven Hills branch 

BSB Number 012 410, Account Number - 488742357 

 

Alternatively you may send your payment through a cheque drawn in favour of ñEVFA Relief Fundò and 

mailing it to EVF Australia, 38 Lochinvar Parade Carlingford NSW 2118. 

 

Please include your name (or sponsorship number or phone number) in the transfer description so 
we can send you the receipt for tax deduction. If you do not receive the receipt in two weeks after the 

payment, please contact Savita Gupta at savitagupta@yahoo.com as some times we are not able to corre-

late payment entry in the bank to the corresponding sponsor. 

 

For further information please do not hesitate to contact volunteers of EVF Australia.  



  

 

HEALTH AWARENESS PROGRAMME 

In October 2010, children of Ekal Vidyalaya Vadebiranahalli, Sedam Tq. Gulbarga District, 

Karnataka, inspired the villagers to clear garbage, sweeping the road and area around their 

own dwelling. It is the endeavour of Friends of Tribals Society to inculcate among the 

villagers the need for keeping the environment neat and tidy. To this end, regular programmes 

are conducted in all the Anchals (District Centres). 

 

 

VANAYATRA OF MICROSOFT G.M. FROM USA 

Sri Rodney Clark, GM, Global Operations, Small, Mid Market solutions & Partners, 

Microsoft from USA, visited Alwar Anchal on February 9, 2011. On the way to Alwar, the 

time in the car was utilised by Sri Vijay Maroo, who gave a power point presentation to Sri 

Rodney about Ekal activit ies. Many of his queries were answered by the Ekal team. In the 

afternoon, the team had lunch at the house of Sri Rajesh Bansal, (Treasurer of the Anchal 

Samit i). The delicious traditional Rajasthani lunch was served , and our guest from USA happily sat on the floor with others 

to take the meal. 

 

The team v isited Todi Vidyalaya of Rajpurwada sanch where local village committee and 

villagers welcomed them in a traditional way with music, garlands and putting of ótikaô on the 

forehead of each guest. At this village the traditional turban was also put on all the guests. 

The Vidyalaya students recited poems and exh ibited their learn ing before the team.  The team 

also visited villages of Barankabas and Banjara Basti Vidyalaya.  The team interacted with 

the students and Sri Rodney Clark distributed chocolates to them. 

 

Early in the morning at 1.00 a.m. Sri Rodney was dropped at his hotel in Gurgaon. He was 

very thankful to the Ekal team to have shown him the village life and appreciated Ekalôs 

work in such remote area. He said that he was overwhelmed by seeing the dedication of the 

team that accompanied h im from Delhi and of the team at Alwar. Sri Rodney said that 

many of the questions that he had in his mind on the Ekal work were answered in this trip. 

He said that he was going back to USA with a better understanding of Ekal. Before b idding 

good bye Sri Rodney promised to visit more schools during his next visit to India, which is expected in September, this year 

to Bangalore. 

                                                  VILLAGE EMPOWERMENT 

In the recently concluded meeting of volunteers from all Chapters,  a workshop was held on 

use of gas from cow dung for cooking and lighting.  The tools required for gobar gas 

production are very economical.  The major capital cost is on gas stove, one time 

investment.  A household requires just two cows for an economical unit. 

I SSU E 7 Page 4 

EKALðGlobal News 
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EKALðGlobal News...contd. 

   
  

 
12,879 volunteers  

BHARAT MATA KI AARATI  

Friends of Tribals Society, Bangalore, arranged a programme by Baba 

Satyanarayana Mourya on January 6, 2011 at Malleswaram Playground, 

Bangalore for the benefit of general public.  Baba is an artist well known 

for his stage performance ñBharat Ma Ki Aratiò.  He is a gifted poet, 

orator, painter, cartoonist and above all, a nationalist.   

Ekal Abhiyan, Belgaum, arranged similar programme at Belgaum on 

January 8, 2011. The programme was a thumping success with as many 

as 8000 people enjoyed Babaôs artistic skill.  

 

EKAL VIDYALAYA ðPREFERRED CHARITY FOR ONGC 

 

In the Petro-Tech 2010 event held in October-November 2010, Ekal 

Vidyalaya was chosen as preferred charity organization by  Oil and 

Natural Gas Corporat ion Ltd (ONGC), a public sector undertaking. 

ONGC d istributed school bags and writing materials to Ekal Vidya-

layas. 

 

Bangalore Chapter is also in touch with CII, Bangalore, for adoption 

of Friends of Tribals Society (FTS) as preferred charity.  A couple of 

corporates have made contribution of 20 schools in Gundlupet and 

Dandeli area, Karnataka State. 

EKAL GLOBAL LEARNING (EGL) 2011 

EGL is an annual programme specially designed for active NRI office bearers of Ekal Movement to help them personally 

experience ground realities of Ekal work on the field.  Many of our urban volunteers from our metro cities also join the trip.  

So far, 4 such eventful programmes have been conducted successfully.  In the year 2010, the EGL team visited Jammu & 

Kashmir, Leh and Ladakh.  In January this year, the team commenced their journey from Pune to Surat for a duration of 

one week.  EGL achieved the desired goal.   

ACHARYA SANGAM AT MYSORE 

Bangalore Chapter mooted the idea of meeting all teachers of Ekal 

Vidyalayas at one place with a view to understand and appreciate 

their sincerity and hard work put in for success of Ekal Vidyalaya 

Movement.  For Chapter members, it is difficult to travel to all vil-

lages to meet the teachers. Hence a meeting of 150 teachers, Samit i 

Members was arranged on  November 21, 2010 at Jagmohan Palace, 

Mysore. The Samiti members of Mysore Anchal deserve apprecia-

tion for arranging the programme successfully. 


