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Dear Ekal Sponsors, Supporters and Friends 
 
On behalf of the Ekal volunteers’ team, it is my pleasure to present to you the 2010-11 
annual report of Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation (EVF) of Australia. 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank sincerely all volunteers of EVF 
Australia and all EVF school sponsors. 
 
As of June 30, 2011 there were approximately 35,000 Ekal schools operating in the rural 
and tribal areas in India. We are sponsoring a little more than 400 schools from 
Australia; this could not have happened without the generous support of donors like you 
and for that we thank you. 
 
This year our major fundraising event – Ekal Nite 2010 was organized in September 
2010. It was a Hindi Comedy Drama Hu Tu Tu Tu by a local group Mahavir Productions, 
and was a huge success. We achieved both our twin aims of fundraising and promoting 
the Ekal cause. HSBC Bank were our major sponsor for the event.     
 
In October 2010, Ekal volunteers set up the Ekal Tea Stall at the Garba function 
organised by Gujarati Samaj in Lidcombe, Sydney. With more than 1,500 people 
attending the function over 3 days, it was a great opportunity to increase awareness 
about the Ekal vidyalayas. 
 
We are undertaking various initiatives to improve EVF Australia web site 
(www.ekal.org.au). To make it easier for supporters to donate, we are implementing 
PayPal functionality to the website. This will be operational very soon. Every quarter our 
volunteers put in great efforts to publish a newsletter to keep everyone informed of the 
activities.  
 
While we are proud of our achievements, we also realize the enormity of the task of 
educating poor children on India. The more active volunteers we have, the more widely 
we can spread the movement amongst the Australian society. I, therefore, call upon all 
Ekal sponsors and supporters to come forward and become an active part of this noble 
work.  Our aim is to spread the Ekal movement actively in every state and territory of 
Australia.  We will also be seeking support of the various Indian organizations to reach to 
wider communities.    
 
Thank You All  
  
Nihal Agar 
President, EVF Australia 
September 2011 



Activities during the Year 
 
Ekal Nite 2010 – Hindi Comedy Drama Hu Tu Tu Tu 
 
In September 2010, EVF Australia organized our major fundraising event. It was a Hindi 
Comedy Drama by Mahavir Productions, a Sydney-based group. The event was highly 
successful with more than 600 people attending. The venue was Marana Auditorium, 
Hurstville. 
 

 
 

 
Stills from the Drama 



 
Volunteers Helping Out at the Front Desk 

 
Raffle Prize Distribution  

 



Ekal Tea Stall at Garba Function in Sydney 
 
Ekal volunteers set up a tea stall at the Garba function organised by Gujarati Samaj in 
Lidcombe, Sydney. With more than 1,500 people attending the function over 3 days, it 
was a great opportunity to promote the Ekal cause. 
 

 
Ekal Volunteers at the Stall 

 
 
 

Support for Ekal Vidyalaya by University Students 
 
Every year students from the various universities in Sydney hold a combined cultural 
night. They select a charity to donate the profits from the event.  
 
Last year they selected Ekal as the supported charity and donated $5,000. In addition to 
the donation received, this also helped in spreading awareness amongst the youth in 
Sydney. 



Ekal Vidyalaya Movement 
 
While India is making giant advances in software, space, and nuclear power, India is 
paradoxically still struggling with questions of basic literacy for a large segment of its 
population. Upon independence, India's literacy rate was a staggering 11 percent. Since 
then, we have made tremendous advances in educating our people. Still, more than six 
decades after independence, 65.4% India is still illiterate. Even worse off is the position 
of tribal India, which has a literacy rate below 30 percent. 
 
The Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation is tax exempt, registered non-profit service organization 
dedicated to education and village development in rural India.  The Ekal Vidyalaya 
Foundation initiates, supports, and runs non-formal one-teacher schools (popularly 
known as Ekal Vidyalayas) all over the country. With the participation of numerous non-
profit trusts and organizations, this program has now become the greatest non-
governmental education movement in the country.  The Ekal movement is operating in 
over 35,000 villages and educating close to a million children in rural India.   
  
Ekal's philosophy is to take a holistic approach to social and economic development. 
Ekal Vidyalaya goes beyond mere literacy. Apart from its goal of achieving the national 
standards of Minimum Level of Learning (MLL) for its students, Ekal Vidyalaya also 
seeks to empower the village community for its own self-development. Ekal Vidyalaya 
solicits complete involvement of the local community and aims at making the school self-
reliant in a period of five to seven years. 
  
The donors, supporters and workers of Ekal Vidyalaya are motivated by a commitment 
to educate our illiterate brothers and sisters. Their unflinching dedication to serve their 
motherland is the key to our success. 
 
Ekal runs on very low administrational overhead expenses as detailed below:  
 
Honorarium and training of teachers – 72%, Training of master trainers, R&D – 8%, 
Teaching materials – 10%,   Administration Overhead Total – 10%  
 
An Ekal Vidyalaya Class has between 25 and 30 children in the age group of 5 to 14 
years, where children are offered 5 years of schooling and primary health care. The 
class is often conducted under the shade of a big tree or in a hut.  The teachers are 
locally educated youths who are specially trained.  The curriculum includes basic 
language, science and math, Character building, cultural values, health and hygiene are 
also integral part of education.  Ekal Vidyalaya also seeks to empower the village 
community for its own self-development. It solicits complete involvement of the local 
community and aims at making the school self-reliant. 
 
EVF movement has now spread to a number of countries including USA, UK, Canada, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and New Zealand.   
 
Each sponsor is assigned an internet login name and password so that the sponsor(s) 
may get any information about the school, and /or monitor its progress.  
 
For more details please visit our web site www.ekal.org.au   
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